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1 Introduction 

This plan aims to set out the direction for development of the western section Southern Upland Way 
over the five years from 2019 to 2024. The following subjects are covered in detail both in terms of 
the current situation and what we intend to do over the term of the management plan; 

- The condition of the route on the ground.  
- The facilities available to route users including accommodation. 
- The promotion of the route  
- The work done with local communities as well as communities of interest. 
- The interpretation of points of interest along the route. 

The Southern Upland Way (SUW) was opened in 1984. It is a Long Distance Route (LDR) that 
stretches 214 miles from Portpatrick on the west coast of Dumfries and Galloway to Cockburnspath 
on the east coast of the Scottish Borders. It is the longest waymarked route in Scotland and many 
consider it to be the most challenging, especially the Western section. Compared to the Eastern 
section it has higher rainfall, differing geology and underfoot conditions, larger areas of peat bog and 
moorland and longer remote sections with no towns and villages.  

The route is managed by the three local councils that is passes through, Dumfries and Galloway 
Council, South Lanarkshire Council and Scottish Borders Council. This management plan covers only 
the section managed by Dumfries and Galloway Council from Portpatrick to Ettrick Head some way 
to the east of Moffat. Some things in this plan will still be relevant to the whole route.  

The route passes close to or through the towns and villages of Stranraer, New Luce, Bargrennan, St 
Johns town of Dalry, Sanquhar, Wanlockhead, Beattock and Moffat. It includes 68 miles of path, 30 
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miles of Road and 29 miles of track. There are 39 boardwalks, 27 bridges, 107 gates, 27 kissing gates, 
44 stiles, 84 signposts and 492 Waymark posts. 

There are many different types of terrain and a wide variety of land management techniques along 
the route. These include upland sheep farming, grouse moorland, cattle and beef production, semi-
natural hard wood forests, paddocks, and commercial soft wood forestry.  

The entire route has been designated as Core Path 504 by Dumfries and Galloway Council.  

1.1 Other trails 

The Southern Upland Way is the longest of Scotlands Great Trails. These are long distance 
waymarked trails over 24 miles long that are promoted by Scottish Natural Heritage. The Southern 
Upland Way links with several other Great Trails. At the start of the route the path runs for some 
miles along the same path as the future Rhinns Coast Path, also managed by Dumfries and Galloway 
Council. From Stranraer it links to the Ayrshire Coast Path. At Beattock it crosses the Annandale Way 
which is managed by the same team as the Southern Upland Way. Also at Beattock it runs for some 
way along the same track as the Romans and Reivers route. Using these paths together users can do 
even longer expeditions exploring other parts of Scotland. 

1.2 People using the Southern Upland Way 

Unfortunately the data from people counters recording data on the Southern Upland Way has not 
been kept consistently for the last few years. There is however one people counter that has worked 
continuously for the last 10 years and we can use the trends from this counter along with historic 
data from other people counters to make an estimate of the number of people walking the route. 

From this data we estimate that approximately 64,000 people used the western section of the 
Southern Upland Way. This is a total figure including day walkers in popular sections.  By looking at 
data from the most remote counters we estimate that we have around 1000 people per year who 
walk the entire length of the route. 

From conversations between the Rangers and walkers out on the route this figure seems reasonable. 
The people who the Rangers have spoken to have come from the UK, Germany, Holland, USA and 
Canada. This fits with the visitors to the Southern Upland Way website which has visitors from these 
countries as well as smaller numbers from other parts of the world. 

Getting better information on the number of people using the route and how the route is being used 
is important to being able to plan for the future. Therefore a comprehensive survey of the route 
both by installing new people counters on the route and online and paper surveys will be done in the 
first year of this management plan in order to gain baseline data for future planning. 

1.3 Management Structures 

Staff responsible for the route from the three councils that it passes through meet on a regular basis 
for a Southern Upland Way Partners Meeting to discuss areas of management that cover the entire 
route such as marketing. The Eastern section of the route is managed by the Scottish Borders 
Council as part of their path network. As the South Lanarkshire section is surrounded by Dumfries 
and Galloway it has been managed by the Western SUW Rangers. Any work that needs to be done 
on this section will be done in partnership with South Lanarkshire Council Landscape and Access 
Service. 

As the Southern Upland Way is one of Scotland’s Great Trails Scottish Natural Heritage has an 
interest in the route. They historically funded the Ranger Service for the route but do not have any 
direct or financial involvement at the moment. SNH organises the Long Distance Routes Managers 
Forum which the Southern Upland Way is a part of. 
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Forestry and Land Scotland own a considerable amount of the land that the Southern Upland Way 
passes through so are an important partner in managing the route. They do not have any direct 
involvement at the moment. 

The Dumfries and Galloway Outdoor Access Trust is a group of local residents and stakeholders that 
provide advice and assistance in developing countryside paths. They will raise money to support 
improvements to the Southern Upland Way and work in partnership with Dumfries and Galloway 
Council to make best use of funds raised. 

1.4 Ranger Service 

The Western Section of the SUW has not 
had a Ranger being able to solely 
concentrate on its improvement, 
promotion and routine maintenance since 
2010. Some aspects of the route which 
required routine maintenance such as 
drainage, fallen trees, hoard kists, bridges 
and boardwalk inspections fell by the 
wayside as the original SUW Ranger was 
asked to expand his role onto the core 
path network and public rights of way. 
The original SUW Ranger took Early 
Retirement from DGC in 2016 and one 
Ranger remained for the core path 
network, public rights of way, the 
Southern Upland Way, and other Long 
Distance Routes within the region.  

In 2019 two Ranger posts for the Western 
Southern Upland Way were partially 
funded by Scottish Power Renewables 
through the Killgallioch wind farm which 
the route of the Southern Upland Way 
passes through. These posts were filled in 
March 2019 by two existing Rangers 
working for Dumfries and Galloway 
Council with local knowledge of the 
route.  Between them these Rangers have over thirty years of experience managing footpaths and 
their maintenance. They are qualified to operate path maintenance machinery including chainsaws, 
360 excavators (up to 40 ton), quad and flail and other countryside skills.  

The Rangers will do as much of the small maintenance work on the route as possible, getting 
contractors in to do only larger tasks. This allows them to have a presence on the route providing a 
welcome to walkers as they pass. They will survey areas of path, do minor maintenance jobs along 
the way, develop new interpretation, improve waymarking, update website information and social 
media when on site. The presence of Rangers on the footpath has had consistent positive feedback 
from route users as they can give information on a great many subjects when they meet people. 
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1.5 Economic Value of the route 

Due to a lack of current data we are unable to give an accurate estimation of the money brought in 
to the economy of the region by the Southern Upland Way. The following information is therefore a 
rough guide. 

The last data we have is from 2004 and comes from the last management plan for the route. This is 
for the entire of the Southern Upland Way and not just the Western section of the route. 

In 2004, the University of Glasgow Crichton Tourism Research Centre were commissioned by the 
partners to research the current use of the route, and make recommendations to improve the 
economic performance of the SUW, and the contribution that it makes to the economy of the route 
corridor. (“The SUW: An Underused Resource For Southern Scotland?”) 

The research identified that each year the SUW attracts around 1,000 long distance walkers and in 
the region of 52,600 other users. While the average time spent on the route, and average spend, is 
broadly similar to that on the West Highland Way (WHW) and Wainwright’s Coast to Coast (WC2C) 
routes, the number of long distance walkers – and therefore the resulting overall economic value - is 
significantly lower (see below). 

 

 SUW WHW WC2C 

Estimated No of users 1,000 18,000 9,000 

Average group size 2.1 2.43 3.31 

Average time on LDR 14.6 days 7.82 days 14.34 days 

Average daily spend £40.74 £43.40 £41.52 

Average spend/person £594.80 £341.55 £595.39 

Economic value £0.5m £4.8m £5.8m 

 

In 2019 the number of users on the route remains similar to 2004. Because the data above is for the 
entire route to estimate just the western section we can assume that people spend 9 days on that 
section. This gives us a figure of £366 spend per person and a total economic value of £366,000. 
However daily spend is almost certainly higher than it was in 2004. Inflation since then has increased 
prices by an average of 1.5x so total spend today would be £549,000. 

This is a very rough guess at the economic value of the route and it is planned to install new people 
counters at strategic locations and repair existing counters during 2019/2020 to monitor the number 
of users. This data along with getting a better idea of the current daily spend of route users will give 
us an accurate figure. 

Source: Southern upland way, Development and management programme, 2008 - 
2011 
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This figure is based on current usage. Due to improvements to the condition of the route and 
increased promotion of the route the number of users should increase significantly over the 5 years 
of this plan. This will increase the economic value of the route to the region.  

1.6 Actions 

No Action Who When 
(year 1-5) 

Who Pays? 

1.1 User survey of the route using both online and paper 
methods to gather information on the route. 

SUW 
Rangers 

1  

1.2 Install people counters on various sections of the 
route. 

SUW 
Rangers 

1 External 
funding 

1.3 Form stronger link with D-GOAT, FCS and maintain 
partnership with S.Lanarkshire council and Scottish 
Borders Council 

SUW 
Rangers 

1-5 Core 
funding 

1.4 Attend SNH Forums and have projects ready for end 
of yr SNH Funding 

SUW 
Rangers 

1-5 Core 
funding  

1.5 Do updated assessment of economic value of the 
route. 

DGC 
Rangers or 
external 
experts 

2 Core 
funding 
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2 Condition of the path 

Key Issues 

- Considerable drainage problems along the route. 
- Stiles and Kissing gates that need to be replaced.  
- Path has not been maintained to an appropriate standard for the last 9 years. 
- Much of the route is remote and difficult to access for maintenance. 

2.1 Current condition of the route 

In 2015 a full report was commissioned by DGC for the western section. This identified a great many 
issues with the route. Some of these problems have been rectified since the report was completed 
but others remain.  

The Rangers will survey the Western section of the route twice a year, once in good dry conditions 
and once in poor, wet conditions. Results of this survey will be recorded and used to write the work 
plan for the following year.  

The current condition of each section of the route and the work that is needed to bring it up to the 
standard required is shown on the maps in appendix 1. 

 

2.2 Difficulties in carrying out maintenance work 

The length and remoteness of the route has a considerable effect on the ability to carry out 
improvements to the Western section of the route, and often contractor costs are high as it takes 
longer and requires more skill with machinery to get work done than on low and less remote paths. 
The remote nature of the route does add to the sense of a wild experience confirmed by many users 
and this challenge is something the route should value as many people who complete the route 
comment upon this aspect of it.   

Some areas of the Western section may never be fully accessible to machine, which will mean a 
more inventive approach is required to improve the path condition, and permanent diversions away 
from problem areas may be the only feasible option. This would be agreed with the landowner, and 
the Council Access Officer. When it comes to open access for all, including horses, bikes and disabled 
groups, a suggested alternative route may be the only way to allow access around a tricky section of 
ground, such as deep peat, extremely steep ground, or rock outcrops and features.  

The Ranger service will try to open as much of the route as possible to machinery to make 
maintenance easier. We will then improve the poorer sections over time while trying to keep the 
wild nature of the route. 
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2.3 Landowners 

Landowners along the route vary from managers of small holdings to the upland farm, narrow strips 
of shelter belt to commercial plantations, and from golf courses to large shooting estates 

Since the opening of the SUW in 1984, some landownership changes have taken place. Therefore 
land whose owners may once have been supportive of the route have been bought by people who 
are not as supportive. This has led to some difficulty in carrying out upgrades to the route and 
sometimes upgrades do not take place due to this. The vast majority of landowners wholly support it 
and occasionally assist with some maintenance tasks.  

This can all make it difficult to carry out routine maintenance, and path upgrades. Dumfries and 
Galloway Council’s Countryside Access staff have the right to carry out work deemed essential it is 
better to have the backing of the landowner in order to maintain positive relations with local 
communities. 

2.4 Multi use  

When the route was designed in the 1980s it was developed for walkers and remains only entirely 
accessible to walkers. The 2003 Land Reform Act allows all non motorised users responsible access 
to land in Scotland and this includes the Southern Upland Way. Since then the route has become 
increasingly popular as a mountain bike route and there has also been interest shown from horse 
riders.  

Until fairly recently wooden stiles 
were the main way of crossing dykes 
and fences rather than gates. Stiles 
do not provide suitable access to 
bikes or horses.  

A multi user guide was published by 
the British Horse Society in 2017 (see 
Appendix 2) highlighting obstacles to 
the horse rider. A cycling guide to 
the SUW has also been produced by 
the Councils involved, (see Appendix 
3) highlighting suitable alternatives 
around ground and furniture 
deemed unsuitable. This would also 
be of benefit to Equine users, and 
should be renamed the multi-user 
guide. 

There has been a push from DGC to 
address this issue in the Western 
section, and to open up large areas 
of the route by replacing stiles for 
gates. By simply removing one stile 
and replacing it with a gate many 
miles of access can be unlocked to 
cycling and equine user groups.  

The entire route should be made as 
accessible as possible however in 
some areas this may not be possible 
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due to the nature of the terrain. Where it is not possible to make a section of the route open to all 
users a multi use alternate route will be created and waymarked with its own SUW logo waymarking 
disc. This will open it up to the ever growing cycling market as well as equestrian users and prevent 
erosion due to overuse of sensitive areas of upland path. New agreements will have to be made with 
landowners. A new logo could also be used by accommodation providers to show they accept bikes 
or horses. The Ranger service will endeavour to replace all stiles and kissing gates for wider self 
closing gates (1.2-1.5m) using suitable funding to assist with the cost of upgrades.  

 

2.5 Actions 

 No Action Who When 
(year 1-5) 

Who Pays? 

2.1 Improve Drainage and underfoot conditions 
along entire route 

SUW 
Rangers 

1-5 Core and 
external 
funding 

2.2 Replace all kissing gates and stiles along route SUW 
Rangers 

1-5 Core and 
external 
funding 

2.3 Resurface uneven areas of path SUW 
Rangers 

1-5 Core and 
external 
funding 

2.4 Survey path sections of the route twice a year, 
once in good dry weather and once in wet 
weather. 

SUW 
Rangers 

1-5  

2.5 Cut required sections of the route as necessary SUW 
Rangers 

1-5 Core funding 

2.6 Develop full Southern Upland Way cycling 
route by improving route and creating 
alternative routes. 

SUW 
Rangers / 
D-GOAT 

3-5 External 
funding 
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3 Facilities, Accommodation and added value projects  

Issues 

- Long distances with little accommodation on the route. 

- Few food and equipment shops on the route. 

- Poor information about facilities other than accommodation. 

3.1 Guide books & maps 

The only currently in print guide book for the Southern Upland Way is the Cicerone guide. This was 
updated in 2018 and is a good comprehensive guide to the route. This became the new official guide 
with agreement from Dumfries and Galloway Council. A new map of the route was produced in 2018 
by Harveys Maps and between these two publications users of the Southern Upland Way have what 
they need to plan their trip and navigate the route successfully.  

Many old guides of the Southern Upland Way are now out of print. Used copies are available from 
online bookshops but the information in them is now out of date. The same is true of another guide 
book produced by Aurum Press. 

There are a number of travel books and online blogs about the Southern Upland Way. These are 
often the experiences of one person walking the Way. These are an important way to raise public 
awareness of the route and inspire people to do their own trip. Many people also make YouTube 
videos and publish their experiences on their own social media. 

The existence of only one guide book leaves the potential for it to go out of print leaving no current 
guide for people planning the route. The fact that the guide has been updated recently and a new 
map produced means that this should not be an issue for the lifetime of this management plan. 

Anyone interested in writing new books about the Southern Upland Way, either guide books or 
other things should be supported by the Rangers. This can be done by providing information, photo 
and video and mapping information. 

3.2 Other Information on route facilities 

The website has the accommodation guide but has little other information. This will be improved 
over the next few years. The current interactive map will be updated to include all facilities. Further 
information on the website is in section 4. 

For those out on route and looking for facilities provision of maps showing facilities and signs to 
facilities are currently lacking. Over the next few years the Rangers will install new signs showing 
routes to nearby places with facilities and maps on information boards showing locations of nearby 
facilities. Funding will be sought from local businesses and community councils for this work. 

3.3 Accommodation 

The accommodation guide on the SUW webpage currently contains 106 accommodation providers. 
This includes hotels, B&Bs, campsites and bothies. The Western Section of the guide was checked in 
April 2019 to ensure all listed providers were still open. 

The accommodation is unfortunately clustered around a few towns and there are large sections of 
the route with little accommodation available. The sections with the least accommodation are 
Bargrennan to Dalry and Dalry to Sanquhar. In these sections there are pick up points and some of 
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the accommodation providers in nearby towns are willing to collect and drop off walkers at these 
points.  

Providing new accommodation on these sections is difficult for Dumfries and Galloway Council to 
assist with. If the Rangers can spot an opportunity for farm / property diversification such as a 
simple bunk house they could speak to the owner or local Community Council and encourage its use 
especially in areas where accommodation is sparse.    

There are accommodation providers on or near the route that are not listed in the accommodation 
guide. Finding these and adding them to the accommodation guide is an important task for the 
Rangers. Efforts will be concentrated in the areas where there is the least accommodation already 
listed.  

Baggage transfer is available from some of the accommodation providers. Information about this is 
available on the official website. 

There is also a need for open shelters or bothys on the route. Currently there are two provided by 
the Mountain Bothy Association (MBA) White Laggan near Loch Dee and Brattleburn near Beattock*. 
One by the Dumfries and Galloway Outdoor Access Trust (DGOAT) the Beehive bothy near New Luce. 
A fourth is owned and managed by Dumfries and Galloway Council, the Chalk Memorial /  Polskeoch 
bothy near Cloud Hill, Sanquhar.  
*When the word ‘near’ is used it means nearest village. Brattleburn is still roughly 12miles from Beattock. 

These simple shelters open up the route to a wider audience such as students, Duke of Edinburgh 
groups, and those wishing for a more natural experience. It allows those who cannot afford B&B’s 
and hotels and who do not want to camp in a tent to make use of the route. The increase in bothy 
numbers has been a request of many who have walked the route between 2017 and 2019 especially 
from European users.  

There are ongoing negotiations with the MBA to provide some simple experimental flat pack bothies 
in some of the remote areas, where accommodation providers are thin on the ground, or do not 
exist. The Rangers have plans to convert an old hut known as the ‘lunch box’ into an inclement 
weather shelter on land owned by Buccleuch Estates.  

The accommodation guide on the website will be checked annually to keep all information contained 
up to date. It will be checked in the winter of each year so that if an accommodation provider 
decides to close it should give time to explore that area of new accommodation providers.  

3.4 Food & supplies 

There are shops selling food and supplies along the route however they are often found in larger 
towns that the route passes through and there are large sections with no facilities at all. This forces 
many people to carry provisions for several days. Information on where to find food shops is not 
listed on the SUW website.  

As a way to improve this the idea of B&B shops has been discussed by the Rangers. B&B’s on the 
route would add a small logo to their house window, similar to the walkers are welcome logo seen in 
Moffat shops, to show they will sell basic supplies and top up water bottles to users of the SUW 
without the need of spending the night there. B&Bs will be consulted on the feasibility of this. 

Information on places to obtain food and supplies will be available on the website after updates to 
the interactive map with a downloadable document for walkers to print out while planning their 
journey in case of poor signal in remote areas. 
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3.5 Outdoor equipment 

Replacements of damaged equipment is difficult to acquire along the Western section of the route. 
There is an outdoor equipment shop in Stranraer which is close to the start of the route but no other 
dedicated shops on or nearby the western section. Other local shops could be encouraged to try 
stocking small amounts of walking equipment which could then be listed on the Southern Upland 
Way website. 

3.6 Transport links  

There are train stations at Stranraer and Sanquhar providing access to the Southern Upland Way. 
Buses then connect to the start of the route at Portpatrick and from Dalry and Beattock.  

Public transport links will be publicised, and their timetables available by linking the main bus routes 
and train timetables to the operator’s webpage from the SUW website. The journeys can be planned 
without the need of second cars, or expensive taxis. 

3.7 Rest areas 

Benches or other resting 
opportunities are useful for 
many walkers to have a place 
to sit and rest, to eat meals, 
to sort out equipment or 
simply to enjoy the 
surrounding area. However to 
certain user groups such as 
the disabled or families with 
young children they are 
essential to being able to walk 
the route. Some areas of the 
route have good provision of 
benches especially areas near 
to towns however more 
remote areas often have 
stretches of 10 miles with no 
suitable places to sit and rest. 
The Ranger Service will try to 
provide more such facilities in 
remote areas. These will be 
simple and robust and fit in with the landscape.  

3.8 Good will of local people 

Many neighbouring properties on the route provide amenities to walkers such as the use of water 
taps, lawns for camping, offering refreshments. Feedback forms continually report of the generosity 
and friendliness of local people living on the route corridor. This is very important for the success of 
the route and ways to encourage or reward this will be considered. 
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3.9 Added value facilities 

There are many facilities on the Southern Upland Way which add value to the experience of walkers. 
The following visitor attractions are within easy reach of the main route; 

Dunskey Castle 
Killantringan Bay Light House 
Castle Kennedy Gardens 
Cairn Na’ Gath 
Laggangarn Standing Stones 
Water of Minnoch Pack Horse Bridge 
Lynns Tomb 
Caves of Kilhern 
New Luce Village 
Striding Arches 
Allans Cairn 
Martyrs Tomb 
Wanlockhead Mining Museum 
the future narrow gauge railway from 
Wanlockhead to Leadhills 
Earshaig Lochans 
Beattock Hill Fort 
Dragoons Pool 
Moffat Town 

There are also many viewpoints and several visitor centres. 

These will be marked on the interactive map on the SUW webpage with more information, links to 
webpages or something as simple as an 8 figure Grid Reference so they can be found easily. 

3.10 Interpretation 

There is a considerable amount of interpretation along the Southern Upland Way about many of the 
historic areas and wildlife to be found. However this has been done by a wide range of organisations 
from national ones like Forestry and Land Scotland to small local charities. There is therefore little 
consistency in what is there and some of the information panels are either damaged or missing. 
There is also little information on what is out there so it is difficult to plan visits to historic sites as a 
part of a day on the Southern Upland Way.  

The Southern Upland Way Rangers in the past have produced a series of leaflets on different 
subjects including general ones like wildlife, geology and archaeology as well as more specific ones 
on the covenanters and trees. These are no longer available in print but most are downloadable 
from the Southern Upland Way website. 

A new interpretation plan for the route needs to 
be developed to look at what is already out there 
and how this can be promoted to users of the 
Southern Upland Way. It will also consider what 
features on the route are not covered by existing 
interpretation and what new interpretation could 
be developed to include these. This will also 
include use of interpretation to promote the 
Southern Upland Way as one of its objectives. 
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3.11 Hoard 

The Waymerks project was an arts project along the Southern Upland Way. Sculptors were 
commissioned to create 13 kists, sculptures that were placed along the route. These contained 
collectable coins called waymerks that walkers could take as they pass. 

The Waymerks had been running on the route for more than a decade when the coins ran out. In 
order to continue the project the Hoard was created using new coins designed by local school 
children. 

Anyone walking the entire route can take a coin from each of the kists and by the end of the route 
will have a collection of 13 different coins. This has proven very successful both in encouraging 
people to do a walk on the SUW in order to collect the coins and as added interest for people 
already walking the route. It also forms a talking point after people have completed the route, and a 
desire to find more if they have just completed one section. From walker feedback, we have found it 
makes the SUW stand out from other long distance trails. 

This project can be continued as long as we have coins to put out. The popularity of this project 
shows that such ideas can be successful and developing similar ideas should be a priority for the 
promotion of the route. An initial project could be to develop geocaches along the route in key 
locations. Further ideas will be developed as time and funding allows.  

3.12 Actions 

 No Action Who When 
(year 1-5) 

Who Pays? 

3.1 Increase business links with the Western 
section of the route to encourage provision of 
facilities to SUW walkers 

SUW 
Rangers 

1-5  

3.2 Add information on facilities to SUW website SUW 
Rangers 

2  

3.3 Sign diversions into towns with services Community 
councils 

1 – 3 Community 
Councils 

3.4 Advertise public transport links SUW 
Rangers 

2  

3.5 Encourage and assist MBA flat pack 
experiments and continue to maintain DGC 
bothies and development of the ‘lunch box’ 

SUW 
Rangers  

3-5 External 
funding / MBA 

3.6 Look into other common requests from users 
of the route and source funding to match fund 
/ fund the most common 

SUW 
Rangers / 
D-GOAT 

1-5 External 
funding 

3.7 Keep accommodation guide up to date. Check 
annually and encourage more uptake 

SUW 
Rangers 

1-5  

3.8 Write interpretation plan for the Southern 
Upland Way. 

SUW 
Rangers 

3  
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4 Promotion of the Southern Upland Way. 

Issues 

- 214 miles could be considered too long for most people to walk in a holiday. 

- The condition of the path is not currently good enough to promote without leading to 
negative feedback. 

4.1 Website 

www.southernuplandway.gov.uk is the 
official website of the Southern Upland 
Way. It was launched in 2007 and has 
become the main source of information 
for people intending to do the way. 
With the increase in social media the 
use of the website as an advertising 
method has become less important. It 
does still however serve an important 
function as a source of information for 
people planning their trip. 

The website design was updated in 
2018 so that it is compliant with recent 
requirements and is easy to use on 
mobile devices. The content however 
was copied over from the old website 
and needs to be checked and in some 
cases updated.  

Currently the accommodation database uses google maps to place the location of accommodation 
onto a map on the website. The main map on the website is labelled ‘interactive map’ and uses 
Ordnance Survey mapping. It is felt that the use of OS maps is important as Google maps does not 
have good mapping of countryside features. However the OS map has no information points marked 
on it and is not interactive other than being able to zoom in and scroll around the map.  

The content of the website will be completely updated. This will be done in partnership with Scottish 
Borders Council Ranger Service as the website covers both sides of the route.  

The interactive map will be upgraded to include clickable points of interest including shops, 
accommodation, tourist attractions, wildlife and points of historic interest. The accommodation 
guide will be changed to use OS maps instead of google maps. 

4.2 Facebook page 

This was set up in 2016 and at the time of writing has over 1000 likes. For the last few years it has 
been updated on an irregular basis by the Dumfries and Galloway Council Countryside Access 
Ranger. The Facebook page is able to make new people aware of the Southern Upland Way by 
having posts shared by other larger facebook pages. A post on the facebook page in April 2019 was 
shared by Dumfries and Galloway Whats Going On, and reached almost 40,000 people. It is also used 
for getting time sensitive information out to the public such as route information, blocked sections, 
diversions.  

 

http://www.southernuplandway.gov.uk/
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4.3 Other online presence 

As one of Scotland’s Great Trails, the Southern Upland Way is promoted on several other websites. 
These are probably some of the first places that people look when deciding to do a long distance 
route, so the presence of the SUW on these sites is very important  

- Scotland’s Great Trails official site www.scotlandsgreattrails.com 

- Walk Highlands www.walkhighlands.co.uk  

- Rambling man www.ramblingman.org.uk 

- Long distance walkers association www.ldwa.org.uk  

- Undiscovered Scotland www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk  

There are also a number of companies providing walking holidays on the Southern Upland Way. 
These are also vital as places that people will go visit, to find long distance routes to walk. 

- Make Tracks www.maketracks.net 

- Absolute escapes www.absoluteescapes.com  

These are just a few of the websites that mention the Southern Upland Way. It is also mentioned on 
several lists of the best Long distance Routes in the UK. 

4.4 Media exposure 

There have been various articles and features including the Southern Upland Way in the mainstream 
media in the last few years. Most recently a BBC documentary contacted DGC for information on 
remote sections of the route, that would be suitable for wild camping. This should be broadcast on 
UK TV in June / July 2019. 

4.5 Walking Festivals 

There is currently one walking festival that incorporates the Southern Upland Way into its walk 
program, the Newton Stewart walking festival. This is a long running and extremely popular walking 
festival with a wide range of walks suitable for all abilities.  

This festival raises the profile of the Southern Upland Way and will be supported by the Rangers in 
the future if the walking festival requires it. The Rangers will also support other towns along the 
route if they wish to set up walking festivals by running walks on the Southern Upland Way. 

4.6 Branding 

Since its inception the Southern Upland Way has used what is now the Scotland’s 
Great Trails Branding. This is commonly known as the thistle logo. The logo has been 
used on all leaflets, information boards and waymarking for many years and is well 
recognised. This will remain the main branding for the Southern Upland Way. 

The Dumfries and Galloway Council Rangers that work on the Southern Upland Way 
currently use the Scottish Countryside Rangers Association logo. This was historically 
the logo owned by SNH and has been used by Ranger services across Scotland for 
many years. This means that it is widely recognised by the public and encourages 
people to talk to the Rangers when they are out on the route. 

http://www.scotlandsgreattrails.com/
http://www.walkhighlands.co.uk/
http://www.ldwa.org.uk/
http://www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk/
http://www.maketracks.net/
http://www.absoluteescapes.com/
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The Western section of the path is managed and maintained by Dumfries and Galloway Council using 
funding from Scottish Power Renewables. Branding from these organisations needs to be 
incorporated into Southern Upland Way materials whenever possible. 

4.7 Marketing priorities 

At the time of writing of this document the condition of the Southern Upland Way on the ground is 
not up to the standard expected of such a route. Long distance walkers that have spoken to the 
Rangers do however seem to know what to expect. With the prevalence of social media the 
importance of word of mouth to the promotion of things such as the Southern Upland Way is more 
important than ever. Promotion of the route therefore needs to be carefully targeted as anyone who 
is not expecting a difficult and in places poorly surfaced path is likely to be disappointed and will 
post negative material on social media. Locals seem disappointed with the condition of the route, 
but most long distance walkers seem to find the route acceptable. 

4.8 Target groups 

- Serious long distance walkers 
These are people who are used to long distance walking. They have probably already completed 
several long distance paths and will be able to cope with the conditions on the SUW. From the 
experience of Southern Upland Way Rangers talking to people on the route this group probably 
makes up most of the current users of the SUW. Promoting the route to these users will be unlikely 
to cause any more negative feedback however most are probably already aware of the Southern 
Upland Way.  

- Beginner long distance walkers 
People who are just looking into doing their first long distance walk or who have done one or two 
other, easier long distance routes. Encouraging these walkers to try the route is currently likely to 
lead to negative comments on social media and damage to the reputation of the Southern Upland 
Way. Therefore it is important to manage expectations for this group when promoting the route. By 
year 4 of this management plan the state of the path should have been improved significantly and 
beginner long distance walkers can be encouraged to try the route. Even at this point the route 
should be promoted in sections rather than as the entire 214 mile route. 

- Day walkers and families 

Many parts of the Southern Upland Way are suitable for people wanting to walk short distances or 
an easier type of path. There is a short walks booklet available for the Western section of the route 
which shows walks that can be done in a day. This group should be a focus for promotion of the 
route as there are many sections suitable for such walks and people from this group who enjoy their 
time on the route may come back to walk the entire route. 
Short walks booklets are available as PDF downloads on the 
website for people to find good short walks on the Southern 
Upland Way. 

- Cyclists 

Under the Scottish Outdoor Access Code cycling is permitted 
along the Southern Upland Way. Currently due to the 
condition of the path and many stiles and kissing gates, it is 
not possible to cycle the entire route without large sections 
where the bike will need to be pushed, and lifting the bike 
over walls and fences will be inevitable 

The route has a lot of potential for cycling. At 214 miles, it is a 
very long walking route but would be an ideal distance for a 5 
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day long distance off road bike ride. The long sections of road and forest track are not an issue for 
cyclists as they can be covered quickly. 

Details are given in section 2 about improvements that will be made to the route for cyclists. Once 
these have been completed cyclists will be another large group that the route can be promoted to. 

- Horse Riders 

Under the Scottish Outdoor Access Code horse riding is permitted along the Southern Upland Way. 
The condition of much of the path makes it very difficult or impossible to take horses along it. Due to 
the amount of work that would need to be done and the difficulty of the ground conditions it will 
not be possible to make the entire route accessible to horse riders in the five years of this 
management plan. Promotion of the route to horse riders will therefore need to focus on specific 
sections that are suitable or following alternative cycling routes. 

4.9 Actions 

No Action Who When 
(year 1-5) 

Who Pays? 

4.1 Update website content DGC & SBC 
Rangers 

1 Core funding 

4.2 Upgrade the map on the website to a full 
interactive map with clickable features that 
can be added by staff 

DGC & SBC 
Rangers, 
Website 
developers 

2 External 
funding 

4.3 Develop Facebook page with continuous 
original posts. 

DGC Rangers 
& SBS 

1-5 Core funding 

4.4 Maintain & develop list of local facilities 
including accommodation, shops, catering 
etc and make it available on online and 
offline platforms. 

DGC Rangers 1-5 Core & 
external 
funding, Local 
businesses 

4.5 Write articles promoting the SUW and 
providing information and make them 
available as a blog on the website and on 
local printed media if possible. 

DGC Rangers 2-5 Core funding 

4.6 Develop video content promoting the SUW 
and make it available on digital platforms 
as well as for other media. 

DGC Rangers 2-5 Core funding 

4.7 Develop marketing campaign to increase 
number of people using the route 

DGC Rangers 4-5 External 
funding 

4.8 Re-write the Western Short Walks booklet 
to update for the current state of the path 
and Core Path Network. 

DGC Rangers 2 External 
funding 
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5. Communities and Engagement  
Issues  

• Many people living locally do not make use of the Southern Upland Way.  
• Schools and groups are not always able to use the route as an education venue. 
• Communities of interest who may be interested in the Southern Upland Way are not aware 
that it exists.  
• People who care about the route and would be interested in helping to maintain it do not 
know who currently manages it. 

 
Many of the people who use the Southern Upland Way come from other parts of the world. It is 
however still vital to work closely with local communities both in order to maintain the walk to the 
highest possible standard and to ensure a warm welcome to visitors from other places.  
 

5.1 Community Councils  
The Southern Upland Way passes through 20 Community Councils in Dumfries and Galloway and 
one in South Lanarkshire. There are 2 other Community Councils that the Southern Upland Way does 
not pass through but which have towns or villages that are close enough that users of the way are 
likely to divert to them to use accommodation or facilities.  
  

  Community Council areas containing major 
sections of SUW  

Community 
Councils with 
small sections 
of SUW  

Community 
Councils not on 
the SUW but with 
town or village 
nearby.  

Dumfries and 
Galloway   

Portpatrick  Stranraer  Leswalt  Ochtrelure & 
Belmont  

New Luce  Kirkcowan  Glencairn    

Royal Burgh of New 
Galloway & Kells  

Dalry  
  

Lochans    

Royal Burgh of Sanquhar 
and District  

Penpont  Tynron    

Moffat & District  Kirkpatrick Juxta  Old Luce    

Castle Kennedy  Cree Valley  Durisdeer    

Carsphairn  Wanlockhead      

South Lanarkshire  Crawford & Elvanfoot      Leadhills  

  
By talking directly to community councils about the improvements that we intend to do to the path 
we can get direct feedback and advice on what would make the path better for local people. 
Many community councils in the area also have access to windfarm community funds as well as 
other source of funding, which could be used if there are sections of the path that the community is 
keen to improve.  
 
It is therefore important that the SUW Rangers work closely with local communities to ensure 

community and path maintenance projects make best use of external funding opportunities. The 

capital budget set aside by Dumfries and Galloway Council for use on the Western Southern Upland 

Way can be used as match funding to leverage funding opportunities. Externally funded grants will 

be considered for all projects benefitting the route in order to maximise the extent of the work that 

can be done. 

 
Community councils are also good people to talk to in order to get feedback on what would 
help local businesses and gain contacts for local businesses that we are not currently aware of.  
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The SUW Rangers will therefore contact all of the community councils with sections of the route 
running through their areas and discuss the plans for improvements to their section of the route. 
This will be done over several years starting with the areas that need most work according to the 
path improvement plan. This is so that we can concentrate on a small number of projects at a time 
to ensure that we are not raising expectations for things to happen that are not likely to emerge for 
several years.  
 

5.2 Education   
In order to encourage people to use the Southern Upland Way in the future we need to engage with 
young people now to stimulate an interest in outdoor activities and the countryside. In order to do 
this we will support schools and other organisations in their efforts to bring children and young 
people out onto the Southern Upland Way. This will be done in several ways. 
 

- An information pack for young people will be developed that can be used by schools and 
other groups to prepare for activities out on the route. This will include details on sites that 
can be used. H&S including risk assessments, suggested activities with links to curriculum Es 
and Os and background information. 

 
- Education sessions run by the Ranger Service. These will be either on site on the Southern 

Upland Way or in schools in preparation for a trip out to the Way. Subjects covered will 
include the Scottish Outdoor Access Code, developing map reading skills, Countryside Safety 
and the wildlife and history of the Southern Uplands. 

 
- Opportunities for schools to be involved in practical improvement of the path offer an 

excellent chance for achieving curriculum objectives and at the same time giving young 
people an experience of practical work outside the school environment. They also give 
young people the chance to directly improve the environment of their local area and take 
ownership of it. These however will have to be carefully targeted where there is suitable 
work that needs to be done and a school with interest in doing some work on it. 

 
- Outreach activities aimed at schools or groups in more remote locations. These could be live 

using a video link to the schools or developed in advance and made available to any schools 
with an interest. The objective of these would be to raise awareness of the Southern Upland 
Way in order to increase the chances of schools from other parts of the country choosing to 
use the Way for their school trips. 
 

- The Southern Upland Way is a perfect venue for the expedition aspect of award schemes 
such as the Duke of Edinburghs Award and the John Muir Award. Supporting schools and 
groups that wish to use the route for these awards will be a priority for the education work 
of the SUW Rangers. 

 
Learning Locations 
Across the 130 mile length of the Western Southern Upland Way there are many suitable locations 
for schools and community groups to use for educational activities. There are also however sections 
which due to poor path condition, lack of parking, emergency access points or facilities are not 
suitable for such things. The Rangers will therefore find and promote specific areas of the route 
which would work best for education activities. All required information will be made available on 
the SUW website and the information pack to enable teachers and group leaders to run activities on 
these sites.  
 
Links with other Education Groups 
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The SUW Rangers will work with other organisations that are running educational or community 
activities along the route where we are requested to ensure that they have the support needed to 
use the Southern Upland Way.  
 
 
Lifelong learning 
 
It is important that opportunities to use the Southern Upland Way for learning are not limited to 
traditional school groups and youth clubs. The Ranger service will work through it’s own initiatives 
and in partnership with other organisations to provide opportunities for people of any age to 
develop their knowledge and skills by participating in activities along the Southern Upland Way. This 
will include running events, guided walks and workshops as well as working with local clubs and 
societies. 
 

5.3 Guided walks and events  

 
Due to the severe nature of some of the terrain that the SUW passes through and the way in which 
the route is promoted many people are put off using it. People who have not spent much time in the 
outdoors may feel that they do not have the fitness or the skills to use the route. One way of 
enabling these people to get out on the SUW is by running guided walks where they are able to go 
with an experienced Ranger who can give them the information, support and confidence to 
encourage them to make more use of it. 
 
Guided walks and events can also be used to get across specific information to targeted groups. 
Much of the population are not aware of the full implications of the Scottish Outdoor Access Code 
and walks aiming at increasing awareness of this would be a good example of what the Ranger 
service will do. Other subjects will be covered as they are required or requested. All such walks will 
be carefully targeted to promote the Southern Upland Way. 
 
The Rangers will also be available to lead walks if requested to serve a specific purpose. 
For example, a group interested in setting up a new walking festival could request the Southern 
Upland Way Rangers to lead a walk to help the development of their festival. 
 
An information pack will also be set up for community group walk leaders containing a blank risk 
assessment, mapping assistance from the SUW Rangers, and a copy of the day walks in the western 
section booklet for walk ideas. This would allow community groups to run walks when a Ranger is 
not available.  
  
Events 
 
Events provide a forum for making more people aware of the Southern Upland Way and hopefully 
increasing the number of people walking it. However at large events there is a lot of competition for 
people’s attention. Any attendance at such events will therefore be considered carefully with 
reference to the desired outcomes of being at the event. 
 
Local 
 
There are many local events that the SUW Rangers could have a presence at. These would raise 
awareness of the route amongst local people therefore hopefully increasing the number of day 
walkers. It is unlikely that attending these events would increase the number of people walking the 
route end to end significantly as people living in the local area would be more likely to walk the 
route one stage at a time. These events also serve as important networking opportunities for getting 
other local organisations aware of the SUW Ranger service and what we do. For these reasons the 
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Ranger service will consider local events on a case by case basis and attend where they deem 
appropriate. 
 
National / international 
 
Larger national events have more potential to bring people into the area to walk the Southern 
Upland Way. They also cost considerably more to attend than local events due to travel, 
accommodation and stall fees. These will therefore be considered very carefully as a part of the 
promotion and advertising of the route. 
  

5.4 Other Local Community Groups  
The Southern Upland Way Rangers will be available to engage with local groups with an interest in 
the Southern Upland Way. This will be focussed on encouraging people to get out onto the Way. 
Whenever possible such events will be done out on the path rather than illustrated talks or similar. If 
a talk is considered appropriate it will concentrate on how to encourage people to get outside.  
 

5.5 Communities of interest  
With the ever increasing ability to communicate across the world with modern technology 
communities are no longer just based on location, but also on interest. There are several 
communities of interest that are relevant to the Southern Upland Way and engaging with these is as 
important as engaging with local communities. The SUW facebook page is currently our main 
method of engaging with these groups. It allows people and groups to contact us and work with us 
on developing new projects and ideas. The Ultra running community is a good example of how this 
has led to a large number of people using the route.  
The Rangers will monitor new technologies and use them to engage with communities wherever 
they are in the world.   
 
 

5.6 Actions  

No  Action  Who  When (year 
1-5)  

Who Pays?  

5.1  SUW Rangers will talk to all Community Councils with 
large sections of SUW to discuss local requirements 
for improvements.  

SUW 
Rangers  

1-2    

5.2  Develop an information pack for schools and youth 
groups interested in the Southern Upland Way.  

SUW 
Rangers  

1 - 2  External 
funding  

5.3 Run activities for schools and other groups on the 
Southern Upland Way . 

SUW 
Rangers 

1–5  

5.4 Develop a series of locations to be used for learning 
activities along the SUW and promote them to schools 
and interested groups. 

SUW 
Rangers 

2 Core and 
external 
funding 

5.5 Attend local and national events to promote the SUW 
to the public and network with other relevant 
organisations. 

SUW 
Rangers 

2-5 Core and 
external 
funding 

5.3  Rangers will run guided walks, talks and workshops to 
promote the SUW  

SUW 
Rangers  

1-5    

5.4  Set up ‘adopt a path’ volunteer opportunities  SUW 
Rangers  

1  Core funding  

5.5  Use new technology to engage with communities of 
interest across the world.  

SUW 
Rangers  

1-5  External 
funding 
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Appendix 1: Maps 
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